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Ivia Beck and Tina Rast from the German Chamber of
mmerce flank German Club president Michael Scheile
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verse pageant of glorious beer: blonds, am-
ber, honey tones and ebony ... from the pal-
est pilsen to the richest stout, there are over
1,300 breweries in Germany that produce
around 5,000 different kinds of beer. The Ger-
man Beer Purity Law was introduced in 1516
and is the oldest and strictest food law in the
world! The Oktoberfest (which actually oc-
curs at the end of September) is a grandiose
testament to their love of the malty bubbly.
Beer is considered a beverage and not really
aloohol; they even have non-alcoholic beer.
The variety is somind-boggling that the new
trend is to create a getrinkemarkt or beverage
supermarket alongside the actual supermar-
ket just to house the beverage section. Yes, a
wholebuilding 70-percent-filled with beer of
all sorts. Some other soft drinks? Vitamalz, a
malty soda that tastes not unpleasantly like
liquid pumpernickel and beer. So the beer
buds (taste buds) get trained and nurtured.

3. Boy, do we love our parties and bar-
rio fiestas! Every year there’s some sort of
celebration and parade where people come
together to feast, dance and sing. Little
German towns in far-flung areas of the
countryside nestled in gorgeous wheat
fields and fawn-laden forests have their
own dorffest, alocal band place where they
come together on the town square singing
and rejoicing. Translated it literally means
town festival or barrio fiesta! And guess
what? They have their own lechon.

4. Germany has fattiest, happiest, tasti-
est pigs I've ever seen or eaten. Oh, yes.
For big celebrations they roast one whole,
just like our very own lechon. Crispy-
skinned and juicy spannferkel is enjoyed by
everyone. It's no wonder that German
expats feel rather at home in the Philip-
pines. They probably nix the Mang Tomas
sauce and would willingly trade garlicrice
for potatoes, but their love for pork is al-
most as strong as their love for beer.

5. Speaking of pork, the sausage con-
nection. It's always been a mystery to me
why Filipinos love sausages so much. Back
in high school, before the grand era of
readily available, locally made gourmet
sausages, friends would sneak into the
country hand-carried kielbasa sausages: I
was like any other Filipirto child nourished
in kiddy parties with bright neon-red
hotdogs on a stick with multicolored mini-
marshmallows. Thank heavens for global-
ization and the discovery of what a real
sausage is all about. Grilled on charcoal, a
variefy of wursten, or sausages, start pale

Beer, glorious beer: We Pinoys love our
beer but Germans take their love affair with
beer to another level.

and turn golden and start to crack open,
letting flavorful juices out. Served with
some bread or potatoes or ponmes (French
fries) they’re absolutely delicious, the right
texture and saltiness with an intoxicating
smoky flavor. If our hotdog aisle looks long
and ample, one trip to a German supermar-
ketand you'll realize the absolute pure glo-
rification of the pig in all examples.

6. We both love live bands and cheesy
local music. There’ sa real local pop cul-
ture for drinking songs and festive music.
The German music scene, hardly ever ex-
ported exceptin my language class, where
I had to survive two weeks of dissecting
and memorizing the melancholic and un-
fortunately catchy Die Griescher Wein, is
thriving. Our local OPM bands are no dif-
ferent. I kid you not. I was in Cagayan de
Oro not too long ago on an exciting Friday
evening in what they call “Divisoria” and
I had a flashback of a biergarten in some
plaza in Hamburg. Live band music?
Check. Barbecues and grilled sausages?
Check. Overflowing beer? Check. For the
general public in Germany, having a good
time is all about hanging out with friends
over a beer, some pulutan and great music.

7.Family. Germans and Filipinos are very
family-oriented. There are lots of parks and
activities created for the family to enjoy. Kids
have a big role in society and in all the nu-
merous restaurants and cafes, you'll see
families eating together. Unlike some other
European countries and famous capitals
where children are hardly ever seen in res-
taurants, cute little golden-haired kiddos eat
like the big guys, sithappily at the table and
join in conversations.

8. They can't live without potatoes like
we can'tlive without rice. I didn't realize how
drastic it was until a German friend of my
brother’s was in town. He came over to my
house forradlette and potatoesand exclaimed:
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“Finally! Potatoes! AllT've been eating is rice!”

9. Christmas. Just set foot in a mall on
Sept. 1 in Manila, you'll hear a Jingle Bells
or two. Filipino Christmas is Christmas on
steroids. It’s an insane moment of happi-
ness and frenzied togetherness. Christmas
in Germany is like the fairytale we try to
recreate with our store-bought snow and
mistletoe. The traditions, Christmas carols,
the weinachsmarkt or Christmas markets are
just splendid. I spent Christmias there last
year going around saying, “Ooh, those are
realicicles! Ah, that holly is real! And there’s
honest-to-goodness real frost on it! Snow-
flakes really do look like snowflakes!”
While they don’t play Christmas carols in
September, like we do, their love for the
holiday is just as deep.

10. Germans have a sweet tooth. Sound -
familiar? The number of eiscafes or ice
cream parlors in astonishing. I can’t even
fathom finishing one-eighth of the tower-
ing, mountainous gelato confections they
serve. The only places I've seen lines just
as long for ice cream is the Philippines.
Donuts, apfelstrudel, tarts and pastries of all
kinds... Your Dunkin Donuts/Mr. Donut
Bavarian cream? Well, honey, Bavaria is
southern Germany. Every merienda mo-
ment is sweet kiss from Deutschland.

Although my German is minimal, I did
notice that after a few “Prosts, Mabuhays,”
and several glass-clicking moments, more
and more words and phrases get unlocked.
It doesn’t take much to feel at home in Ger-
many: I've got my beer, my sausages, my
cheesy music and warm, friendly faces: I
raise my glass and churn out the most so-
phisticated phrase I know in German: Auf
das was wir lieben! To the things we love! Then
we chug the beer, hope for the best and the
hung-over morning after, the pharmacy guy
will be extra nice.

Haben-sie hunger? Hungry for more Ger-
many? Or perhaps curious to see how much you
have in common? Check out the Mabuhay Ger-
many Festival from Oct. 7 to 9 at Bonifacio High
Street. There'll be all kinds of activities for the
whole family and a range of great food to try.
One booth sponsored by the German Club will
have some amazing sauerkraut, kartoffelsalat and
wurst for you to try prepared by chef Dennis
Caampued. After over 20 years cooking at the
German Club, he is living proof that Filipinos
and Germans have the same kind of taste buds.

For more information please visit:
www.gpcct.org or wuww,facebook.com/GPCClLorg.

Unit 321, 3/F LRI Design Plaza, 210 N. Garcia St. Bel-Air, Makati City

Tel Nos :

+632-703-1237 Fax Nos. +632-899-6225



